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without a shadow of doubt solve their own and with it also mate-
rially assist in solving India's problem.   All India is watching with
eager expectation this religious manifestation among the Sikhs.
REWARD OF ADOPTION
It is surprising that, so far as I know3 no wire has been received
by the Bombay Press regarding Mr. Stokes5 arrest in Lahore. I
see a paragraph in The Tribune referring to the event. I cannot
imagine that no wire has been despatched about such a sensational
arrest. My inference is that the wires notifying the arrest have been
suppressed or delayed as were the wires about the arrest of the
Ali Brothers. Mr. Stokes was arrested on the 3rd instant at Lahore
cantonment in connection with articles contributed by him to
The Tribune as calculated to "spread sedition and promote hatred
between different classes of His Majesty's subjects." The District
Magistrate offered to release Mr. Stokes on bail but he refused to
be so released. This is a unique move on the part of the Govern-
ment. Mr. Stokes is an American who has naturalized himself as
a British subject and who has made India his home in a manner
in which perhaps no other American or Englishman has. He
rendered eminent services during the War and is known in the
highest quarters as a well-wisher of the Government. No one can
suspect him of ill will. But that he should feel with and like an
Indian and share his sorrows and throw himself into the struggle
has proved too much for the Government. To leave him free to
criticize the Government was intolerable and so his white skin has
proved no protection for him. The Government is determined to
quash the movement at any cost. But it is beyond its ability to do
so. Mr. Stokes' arrest perhaps demonstrates the weakness of the
Government's case as not even Lalaji's does. Lalaji has no reward
of war service to his credit. Lalaji is known to be "an agitator".
He is not a white man. When therefore Mr. Stokes is put away
the strongest suspicion arises in respect of the bona fides of the
Government case even in the estimation of an outsider.
BARDOLI
I have paid in the company of Maulana Azad Sobhani the
much expected visit to Bardoli taluka. It has a population of nearly
one hundred thousand. It has about 140 villages. It had about
sixty-five Government schools. Of these fifty-one have been national-
ized. The Government schools are continued in some cases but
have an attendance of less than 10 boys. The national schools
have charge of over six thousand children including a few hundred
girls, Hand-spinning is compulsory in all these schools, though it